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1595: These included protests against the deeply unpopular lord mayor Sir. John Spencer,
attempts to release prisoners, anti-alien riots, and incidents of “popular market regulation.”
There is an ::moumozm_u_a depiction of a vow:_ma uprising in‘Coriolarius, along with many
other glimpses in Shakespeare’s works, including John Cade’s grotesque ‘tebellion in The
First Part*of the Contention (2 IQ:Q VI); the Emvﬁm: violence in- Julius Caesar; msm
hmonmm, “riotous head” in"Hamlet.

~The London rioters were' mostly drawn from the large mass of poor and &moonﬂmimm
appreritices who typically chose as théir scapegoats foreigners, prostitutes, and gentlemen’s
servingmen. Theaters ‘were <mQ often’ the site of thie' social confrontations ‘that sparked
disorder: For twodays runnifig in Jurie 1584, disputes between appreniticés and gentlemen
triggered iots outside the Curtain Theatre involvirig up to a’ thousand participants. On
one occasion, a gentleman- was said to have exclaimed that “the apprentice was but a
rascal; and“sorne there were little better than’ rogues. that took upon them the name of
gentlemen;and:said the prentices were but the scum of the world.” Thesé occasions culmi-
natéd'in attacks by the apprentices on London’s law schobls, the Inns of Court.

_"The most notorious and predictable incidents of disorder came on' Shrove Tuesday
(the Tuesday before the béginning of Lent), a traditional day of misrule when apprentices
rait’ riot. Shrove Tuesday disturbances involved ‘attacks by mobs of young ‘men on the
brothels of the' South Bank, 5?0&055 of the Globe and other public theaters. The city
authorities took precatitions t keep thesé disturbances from getting coEEm»a_w out of
ooimo_ but evidently did niot regard them as serious threats to public order.

“Of much greater concern throughout the Tudor-and early Sttiart years were the fre-
quent incidents of tural rioting against the enclosure of commons and waste larid by local
landlords (and, ii:the royal forests; by the crown). This form of popular protest 'was at its
height during Shakespeare’s career: ini' the years 1590-1610, the' frequency of m::.g&o.
sure rioting doubled from whiat it had been'eatlier in E_Nm_v&rw reign. .

~ Although they often ‘became " violent, ‘anti- enclosure ‘riots “Were “ustally ‘directed not
against individuals but against property. Villageis —sometimes several hindred, often fewer
than a dozen —gathered to tear down newly planted hedges. The event often took place in
a carnival mﬁao%roﬂm with songs and az:r_:m, that did not prevent the participantsfrom
acting with 4 good deal of political éarininéss and forethought. Especially in the Jacobean
period, it was cornmon for participants to establish a ¢common fund for legal defense before
comméncing their assault ‘on ‘the hedges. Women'were frequently involved, and on a
nitmber’ Om occasions  wives m_o:m patticipated in ‘the destruction of the enclosire,
since there was a widéspread, though errone-
‘ous, belief that married wornen acting without
the knowledge of their hiisbands were immune
}* from prosecution. In fact; the powerful Court
] ‘of Star Chariber consistently rilled that both

‘the wives and ?n: ‘husbands mrocE _uo pun-
;armn_ ,

Z%o:mr Stratford was never the ‘scene of
serious ricting; ‘enclosuré controversies turned
violent ‘more than-once in Shakespéare’s life-
‘time, In Jafuary' 1601, Shakespearé’s friend
“"Richard Quiney and othérs leveled the hiedges
of Sir Edward Greville, lord of Stratford’manor.
Quiney was' elected bailiff of Stratford in’ Sep-
tember of thatyear but did not live to enjoy the
office for lorig. He died from’a blow to the head
“struck” by “one ‘6f Greville’s men in a tavein
brawl. Greville, responsible for the administra-
_tion, of justice, neglected to punish the mur-
“The Peddler.” From wom t Amman, The derer.
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when William Combe’s men: threw to' the ground two local aldermen whe‘were filling in
a ditch by which Combe was enclosing common fields near Stratford. ‘Fhe-task of filling
in the offending ditch was completed-the'Tiext day by the women and children of Stratford.
Combe’s enclosure scheme was eventually stopped .in the courts::Though he:ownedland
whose value would have been“affected by this.controversy; Shakespeare took no-active role
invit; since he had- EmSocm_v\ come to:a ?Eﬁm mmEoEaE with the 0:0_803 Em:z:m him
against:personal loss. P

:Most:incidents: of ‘rural: zos:m were small, _oomer& mmm:w» m:m E:r good. reason:
when confined to the village community, riot wds'a misdemeanor; when it spread outward
to:include multiple: communities, it became treason. The greatest of ‘the anti-enclosure
riots, those in which. hundreds. of individuals from.a large area participated, commonly
took place on the eve of full-scale regional rebellions. . The:largest of these: disturbances,
Kett's Rebellion, involved some 16,000 peasants, artisans, and townspeople who tose up in
1549:under the leadership:-of a Norfolk:tanner and landowner; Robert Kett, to protest
economic exploitation. The: agrariar revolts in: Shakespeare’s. lifetime ‘wére :on a-much
smaller-scale. In the abortive: Oxfordshire Rebellion.of 1596, a carpenter named Bartholo-
mew: Steere atternpted. to organize a Tising against: enclosing ‘gentlemen: The optimistic
Steere: promised his followers: that:“it was but'a month’s work to: overrun'England” and
informed thern “that the commons Tong since’in Spain did-rise and kill all-gentlemen::
and since that time have lived merrily there.” Steere expected several hundred men to'join
him on Enslow Hill on November 21;:1596; for the start of the rising; no mere-than twenty
showed up. They were omve.:mm WB_u:mo:mm N_:n_ tortured. ma<m3_ were axmocﬁmm but
Steere apparently died in-prison.

:Rebellions; most oftenttriggered by r::m@ m:m owwnmmmwos continued into: ﬁro reign’ Om
James I. The Midland Revolt-of 1607, which  may be reflected in Coriolanus, consisted
of asstring of agrarian risings-in' the counties of Northamptonshire, Warwickshire, and
Leicestershire, involving assemblies-of up to five thousand rebels invarious ‘places. The
bestknown of their leaders was John Reynolds, called “Captain Powch” becausé of the
pouch he wore, whose: magi¢al contents were:supposed to defend-the rebels from harm.
(According to the chronicler Edmund Howes, when Reynolds was captured and the pouch
opened; it contained “only i’ piece of ‘gréen cheese.”) The:rebels, who were called by
themselves and others both:“Lievelers” and “Diggers,” ‘insisted that they had no quarrel
withithe king but only sought an ‘end-to injurious enclosures. But Robert Wilkinson; who
preached. a sermon against the leaders at their trial,credited them with the intention to
“level-all states as they. leveled banks and: ditches:”” ' Most of the:rebels got. off S_ﬁ:\&v\
rmr:? ,UE m_o:m with owrma ::mﬁmmn_ma OmEmE _uoior was mxooiam ‘

H\S hmm& m&#& ox Sxoﬁm:

.ﬂrocm_._ m:mr:& was E_mm moH over monq years by.a voémnm:_ woman, the mammﬁ Bm_oza\
Om woinen in the kingdom hadvery restricted: social;-economic; and legal standing: To be
stire; atiny number of influential dristocratic women, such-as the formidable Countess of
Shrewsbury, Bess of Hardwick;: wielded ‘considerable-power.:But, these rare-éexceptions
aside, women were denied any rightful claim to institutional authority or persorial auton-
omy: When Sir Thomas:Smith thinks of how he should describe his country’s social order,
he ‘declares that “we do reject'wornen; as those whom: nature hath made to keep home
and: to:nourish their family :and-children, and not to-meddle with matters abroad, nor to
bearoffice in a city o commonwealth.” Then, with a kind of glance over his shoulder, he
B&Sm an éxception ‘of those few ».oH iro_.: Ea Eoom is mmm_uoowma not the :age nor the
sex”: for:example, the quieen:

Mumrmr ‘women: were' not; c:mmn :E ?: E:mn Om crushing constraints ﬁrmn mmm_oﬁm
women in some countries in‘Europe: Foreign visitors were struck by their relative freedom;
assshown; for example, by theifact that respectable women: could:venture unchaperoned
intosthé:streets and atténd-theithéater.: Single.women; ‘whether -widowed or unmarried,
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.wommomm?ovaagwcm‘mﬁavv@m:mm,EE._o.EmE&mm:m&mmzvg vao@.‘nwc»A.w:mnamwméoBm:
had nio suchirights under the common: law: el TS LTS o
-Early modenn: writings: about womenand the: family constantly return. fo-a*political
model of domination énd-submissior, in-which:the' father justly rules-over:wife and.chil:
dren as:the mdnarch rules over the state: This:conception: of a womari’s role:conveniently
ignores the: fact: that-a majority of the-adult women atiany time in:Shakespeare’s England
were not married. They were either widows or spinsters (a term that was not yet:pejorative),
and-thus. for the miost part managing. their -own- affairs: Even. within. matfiage,; woimen
typically had more control over cértain spheres than moralizing writers on the family cared
to-admit: For.example; village wives oversaw the production of eggs, cheese; and beér; and
sold these goods in the-market.: + = <0 L Gk e ShE
Women' were not in practice’as bereft of economic.powet and propertyas, according
to English. common:law; théy should thave been: Demographic studies indicate-that; the
inheritance system-called primogeniture, the orderly transmission of property from: father
to.eldest male heir;:was more often an ainfulfilled wish. than a. reality: Some 40 percent of
marriages failed to produce a sor, and-in such circumstances fathers often left their land
to' their- daugliters, rather than. to brothers, nephews, or. male-cousins. In many families;
the father died before his male heir was old enoughi:to:inherit property, leaving the land;
at least temporrily; in the hands of the'mother. And while they were less likely than. their
brothers to inherit larid (“real property”), daughters normally inherited a.substantial share
of their father’s personal property (cash and movables); . e R
In fact; the legal testrictions - upen women; though severe:in Shakespeare’s time, achi-
ally worsened in subsequent decades. The English common:law; the system of law. based
on court-decisions rather than on codified written laws; was:significantly less egalitarian in
its approach to wives and daughters than: were alternative legal codes.(maneérial; civily and
ecclesiastical) still in place in the late sixteenth century.:The eventual triumph.of common
law stripped wommen:of many traditional rights; slowly driving them -out of ecdnomically
productive trades and businesses: .. . o S s s
- :Limited though it was, the economic-freedom. of Elizabethan and Jacobean women far
exceeded their political and soeial freedom —the opportunity to'réceive a grammar school
or university-education; to hold office-in church-orstate; to have a voice-in public debates;
or even simply to speak their mind fully and openly in:ordiniary conversation:: Women who
asserted their views too vigorously risked being perceived as shrewish and:labeled “scolds.”
Both:urban and rural communities had ahorror of scolds: In‘the. Elizabethan. period, such
women came: to be: regarded as a-threat’ to. public-order; . to be dealt with: by the:local
authorities. The preferred methods-of correction included public.humiliation — of the sort
Katherine endures in The Taming of the Shrew—and such physical abuse as slapping;
bridling, and soaking by means of a contraption called the “cucking stool” (or “ducking
stool”). This latter punishment originated in the Middle Ages, but its use spread- in: the
sixteenth: century, when. it became: almost exclusively a-punishment for women.:From
1560-onward, cucking stools were built or renovated in-many English: provincial towris;
between: 1560 :and 1600, the:contraptions wete installed by rivers or-ponds:in-Norwich

Bridport, Shrewsbury; Kingstonzupon-Thames, Marlborough, Devizes, Clitheroe; Thorii:
bury,:and Great Yarmouth.. - 7iin 0. e T R T O S e

* Such-punishment. was ‘tsually :intensified -by:a procession- throughi' the: towi to sthe
sound of “rough music,” the banging together of pots and ‘pans. The same ‘cruel: festivity
accompanied the. “carting” or “riding” of those accuis&d-of being whores. In some:parts-of
the country; villagers-also took the law into théir own hands, publicly:shaming women
who married men much younger than! themselves or who: beat or‘otherwise domineered
over their husbands. One characteristic form of these charivaris; or.ritials of shaming; was
known in the West Country as the Skimmington Ride. Villagers would:rouse the-offending
couple:from bed with rough:music and stage.a raucous:pageant.in which a:man; holding
a-distaff; would ride backward:on: a:donkey; while his: “wife? (anotheriman dressed:as-a

worman) etritel Fim b o dodla  Teo th a1 e i e 1. 1
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. \Women-and Print .

Books published for a female audience surged E,mo@.:_maa\ in the late sixteenth cen-
tury, reflecting an-increase in female literacy. (It is %E.c:m how many. of mrmrmm.vomam s
women are shown reading.) This;iricrease is:probably.linked to a waﬁmmﬁm:ﬁ longing for
direct access to the Scriptures, and the new books marketed specifically for women
included devotional mantals and works of religious instruction. But there were also practi-
cal guides to such subjects as female education (for‘example, O_o<w=:.~ Bruto’s Zmnmmm.gaw
Fit, and Convenient Education of a Young Gentlewoman, 1598), midwifery (James O.‘E:aw
EMMEW Child-birth; of, the Happy Delivery. of. Wonten, 1612), 50&_@.20% (Federico di
Vinciolo’s New and Singular ﬂn&«%@mn&,s\o%m of Linen, 1591), cooking (Thomas Daw-
son’s The Good Housewife’s Jewel, 1587), mu&mizm
1605), and married life (Patrick Hanney'’ )
Choose Her Mate, 1619). As
tions, and almost all were wriff

Starting in the 1570s; Sanm e el

i iterature (romance, fiction oetry 2
MMMMM __vwwwmy EoTA as Rober M mimmn M 7:Looki . m,OF& for the Ladies
of England (1583), directly’s 1n the title their m.m,m:”.nm. audience. Oﬁ.vm._.m‘ such as
Sir Philip Sidney's influential and popular: fomance mﬁﬁm& ,Q,moo,l.owy moro;@.n_ female
readership in their dedicatory ; anks of Sidney mn:oénww eventually included
his own niece, Mary Wioth wiose romance Urania, wa @cwrmro@,_m 1621. ;

In the literature of Shakes are’s time; women wm,m@.n were not only wooed .?.; .m_wo
frequently railed at, in'a.continuation‘of a popular poletnica genre that had long Eﬂﬁ&
heated charges and countercharges. Both sides in the. polemic ‘generally agreed that it was
the duty of women to be chaste; dutiful, shamefast; and silent; the argument was s.\ro%an
women fulfilled or fell short of this proper-role: Ironically, then, a modern reader is more
likely to find inspiring accounts of cotirageois, women not in the books written in defense
of female virtue but in attacks on those who refused to be silent and obedient. ,

" The most famous English:skirrhish:ini this controversy took Emo@ﬁ a .Ewr of pamphlets
at the end of Shakespeare’s life/-Joseph' Swe nam’s‘crude >JEW:S§&,0M ‘Lewd, Idle, Fro-
ward, and Uncoristint Worien' (161 5)iprovoked threé frerce wﬁm\mo:wmmqhm#ﬂmvcﬁmm to women:
Rachel Speght's A" Muzzlé' for Melastomus, Esther’ Sowernam’s Esther Hath Hang'd
Haman, and Constantia Munda’s Worming of a Mad Dog, all Hmz.ﬂ.rm._.w ém.m;m_;mo_.mn
anonyinous play; Swetriam the Worndn:hatér >§.E.m.s.& @XS@E% (1618), ,E.Sr_\or mso.ﬂ.
wiam, dépicted as'a braggart andia lecher; is put ol trial ,vw.éoams, Ewmkawﬂa to :.wowﬂ his
.wMﬁmOﬂmmm. B H ¢ ¢ rrei ; _ Lo w H i
Baww“ﬂo the ‘Swetnam controversy; orily one English woman, “Jane Anger, rmn,_ _UEY
lished a defense of women (Jane Anger Her Protection for Women; Hmmwv. hmmﬁnwm Wwomen
writers'in the sixteenth century teridedriot to' become inivolved in .ws,vrn.;am.vmﬁ _U.E rather
to ‘undeitake ‘a‘project to which it was difficult for even o_un_c,wmwo_%\mormmmﬁ_mco‘Bm_mm to
‘objéct: {he tanslation of devotional litéiature into English: .Hroivmmw More m..mwsm{mw?_m?
garet Moré'Roper translated Erasmus (A Devout Tredtise ,:Eﬁgw,w&ﬁ Noster, GNN?
Franieis Bacon’s mothert; Anne Cooke Bacon; translated hop Johi Jewel 3: .\{Eomw or
Ariswer in‘Deéfénce of the Chiiréh'of Englafid; 1564); Anne Locke _Huwo,ﬁ,mv a ﬁ:ﬂ.ﬁ &. wor:
Kiiox, tranislated the Sermons of Johi Calvin in'1560; dnd‘Mary-Sidney, mrm ﬂo.ﬁ:ﬁ.mmm, of

smibrok omav_mﬂom the metrical veision of the Psalnis that het go%wn m,: Hur:,%. m&dmv\
had begun. Elizabeth Tudor (ihe fiiture ‘gueen) herself translated, at ‘the age of €¢léeven,

Marguerite de Navarre’s Le zw.o# deTame péeheresse (The Glass'of the Siriful Soul, 1544).
The translation was dedicated to her stepmother, Katherine Parr, herself the author of a

frequently reprinted book of prayes.
There was in the sixteenth an
ntFar from celebrating p

Km:? centuries a social stigma attached to
diithots; and *partictilatly ferdale ‘authors, often

q P




